wherein 

m and n x independently^ ate each 0-20, 
k, 1, q and r are eachj_ independent lyj_ [is] 0 or 1, 
R is [hydrogen, optionally] H, C^-C ^ -alky! , 

O^-substituted /Ci-Cg-alkyl or CHsCOOR 1 , 
R 1 is [hydrogen] Ijf, C^-Cg-alkyl or benzyl [,]j_ 

and 

is a hydrogen atom and/ die a metal ion equivalent of an 
element of atomic number 21-29, 42, 44 or 57-83 [,]. 
with the provisos thatj. 

at least two of the svfbstituents X represent a metal 
ion equivalent; [that] 

one of the substituenjbs^Z 1 and Z 2 y is hydrogen and the 

3^ £ { \kty \h 



other is not hydrogen; [and that 



when n and 1 each are 



s i mu 1 1 ane ou s ly 1 ; [ t ha t ] 



0^ 



^ Z 1 and Z 2 are not -CH : 

-CH 2 -C 6 H 4 -0- (CH 2 ) 5 -COOCH 2 C 6 H 5 [ , ] j_ 
Z 1 is not phenyl when 



at least one of q and 




the 



k and r are not each 



s not -OH; qand that] 

-C 6 H 4 -0-CH 2 -COOCH 2 C 6 H 5J _^CH 23 C 6 H 5 or 



Z 2 is H; and 



1 is 1; 



or a physiologically acceptable salt thereof with an inor- 

ino acid or an amino acid amide. 



ganic and/or organic base, an am 



Claim 4, /line/ 2: Change " CH 2 -C 6 H 4 -OCH 3 , -CH 2 -C 6 H 5 , " to 

— — CH 2 — CgH 4 — OCH3 , • 

Claim 5/line 2: Change ,, CH 2 -C 6 H 4 -OCH 3 , -CH 2 -C 6 H S , " to 

— — CH 2 — CgH 4 — OCH3 , . 



JFT tj-; — 

(Amended.) A compound »of claim Jf, 'wherein at least 



A- A 

[one] three X [is] groups represent a Gd ion. 



[one] t; 



(Amended . ) A 



of claim 4, wherein at least 



[one] three X [is] groups represent a Gd ion. 

illy f*<dUk 

v 

[one] three X [is] groups represent a Gd ion . 



/ 

(Amended.) A A ee*T q 9 0uac U of claim wherein at least 
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9. (Amended.) [Gadolinium] A compound of claim 1, 
wherein said compound is : 

gadolinium complex of 3 , 6, 9-triaza-3 , 6f, 9-tris (carboxymethyl) 
4- (4-methoxybenzyl) undecanedioic acid or/ a physiologically 
acceptable salt thereof ; 

europium complex of 3 , 6 , 9- triaza-3f, 6 , 9-tris (carboxy- 
methyl ) -4 - (4 -methoxybenzyl ) undecanedioic acid or a physiolog- 
ically acceptable salt thereof ; 

iron(III) complex of 3 , 6 , 9- triafea-3 , 6 , 9-tris (carboxy- 
methyl ) -4 - (4 -me thoxybenzyl ) undecanqaioic acid or a physiolog- 
ically acceptable salt thereof ; 

bismuth complex of 3 , 6 , 9-triAza-3 , 6 , 9-tris (carboxymethyl) 
4- (4-methoxybenzyl) undecanedioic/acid or a physiologically 
acceptable salt thereof ; 



za-3 , 6 , 9-tris (carboxy- 
icanedioic acid or a phvsiolog- 



gadolinium complex of^ 
methyl) -5- (4 -methoxybenz^ 
ically acceptable salt there 

gadolinium complex of B ,/6 , 9- triazajJ^jS-r-S ) trio fcarboxy- 
methyl) - 4- [4- (4 -methox \d^n2b£ fl^ undecanedioic acid or a 

\ physiologically acceptable/ salt thereof ; 

^'V^. [gadolinium complex a(y 3 , 6 , 9^tr-i-aza-3 , 6 , 9-tris (carboxy- 
methyl) -4 -benzylunde^nedpLpic acid; 

ytterbium complex of 13 , 6 , 9-triaza-3 , 6 , 9-tris (carboxy- 
methyl) -4-benzylundecanedaoic acid;] 

gadolinium complex <bf 3 , 6 , 9-triaza-3 , 6 , 9-tris (carboxy- 
methyl) - 4 -benzyloxymethvl undecanedioic acid or a physiolog- 
ically acceptablW^salt thereof ; 

gadolinium complex of 3 , 6 , 9- triaza-3 , 6 , 9-tris (carboxy- 
methyl) -4- (4 -carboxymechoxybenzyl ) undecanedioic acid or a phys- 
iologically acceptable salt thereof ; 

gadolinium complfex of 3,6,9-triaza-3 f 6 f 9-tris (carboxy- 
methyl) -4- (4 -ethoxybenzyl ) undecanedioic acid or a physiologic- 
ally acceptable salt thereof ; 

europium complex of 3 , 6 , 9- triaza-3 , 6 , 9-tris (carboxy- 
methyl) -4- (4 -ethoxybenzyl) undecanedioic acid or a physiolog- 
ically acceptable/ salt thereof ; 
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iron complex of 3,6, 9-triaza-3 , 6 , 9Atris (carboxymethyl) -4- 
(4 -ethoxybenzyl ) undecanedioic acid or jk physiologically accept- 
able salt thereof ; 

gadolinium complex of 3 , 6 , 9-tr/aza-3 , 6 , 9-tris (carboxy- 
methyl) -4- (4 -butoxybenzyl) undecanedioic acid or a physiolog- 
ically acceptable salt thereof ; 

europium complex of 3 , 6 , 9-£riaza-3 , 6 , 9-tris (carboxy- 
methyl) -4- (4 -bjutoxyl^ acid or a physiologic- 
ally acceptable salt thereoi 



iron complex of 
(4 -butoxybenzyl) undecanj^dd/b 
able salt thereof ; 

gadolinium comj 
methyl) -4- (4-benzylox) 



riaza-3 , 6 , 9-tris (carboxymethyl ) -4 - 
ic acid or a physiologically accept- 



, 9-triaza-3 , 6 , 9-tris (carboxy- 
mzyl) undecanedioic acid or a physiolog- 



ically acceptable sai/t/ thereof ; 

europium comple/y of 3,6, 9- triaza-3 , 6 , 9-tris (carboxy- 
methyl) -4- (4 -benzylaxybenzyl) undecanedioic acid or a physiolog- 
ically acceptable salt thereof ; 

iron complex yof 3,6, 9-triaza-3 , 6 , 9-tris (carboxymethyl) -4- 
( 4 -benzyl oxybenzyi) undecanedioic acid or a physiologically ac- 
ceptable salt thereof [each a compound of claim 1] . 



11. (Amended.) A method/ of enhancing an NMR image 
comprising administering .tp-ya'patient a compound of claim 1, 
wherein at least [one] tw^ro [is] groups represent a metal ion 
of atomic number 21-29, 4«, 44 or 58-70. 

1-2-: fft™ yrvHr»H ) a mol-hnH /vf *w 4 wm i i i ij _i i i Y^ » ay \ mrwy=> 

comprising administering tt5Ta ypat ient a compound of claim 1, 
wherein at least/Tone] two 3^[is] groups represent a metal ion 
o £ - a tomic nunb^r 21 — 4 2/14 4 or , 57 . 



Claim 16, line 15: Change "57-83," to — 58-70, — 



Please add the following new claims: 



17 . A compound acc 
of the X groups rf 
42, 44 or 5j 




to claim 1, wherein at least two 
a metal ion of atomic number 21-29, 
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y ^6* A^jco mpoimd according to clairn^, wherein two of the X 
groups represent manganese (II) , iron (I I), cobalt (II) or copper (II); 
or three of the X groups represent chromium ( III ) , praseo- 
dymium (III) , neodymium ( III ) , samarium ( I I I ) , ytterbium (III) , 
gadolinium ( III ) , terbium ( III ) , dysprosium ( III ) , holmium ( III ) , 
erbium(III), or iron(III). >> 

p I jL9 . A ^c ompound according to claim^, wherein Z 1 is 
-C 6 H 4 -0-C 2 H s or -C 2 H 4 -C 6 H 4 -0-C 2 H 5 . 

f 000 1 ^K) . A^eefl^owa* according to claim^Jf, wherein said cop- 
pound is gadolinium complex of 3 , 6 , 9- triaza-3 , 6 , 9- tris (carboxy- 
methyl ) -4 - (4 -ethoxyphenyl ) undecanedioic acid or a physiolog- 
ically acceptable salt thereof. i 

A^oompound- according to claim^:, wherein said com- 
pound is a complex of 3 , 6 , 9-triaza-3 , 6 , 9-tris (carboxymethyl ) -4- 
(4 -ethoxyphenylethyl) undecanedioic acid and a metal ion of 
atomic number 21-29, 42, 44 or 57-83, or a physiologically 
acceptable salt thereof. . 

I ' 22. A^ eompou n d according to claim wherein R is 
Ci.g-alkyl or C^-alkyl substituted by -OR 1 . 

h~ . A ^Gcm^^md r according to claim ^wherein one of Z 1 and 

Z 2 is -CH 2 -C 6 H 4 -0-(CH 2 ) n -(C 6 H 4 ) 1 -(0) r -R. 

A^ oompound - according to claim wherein one of Z 1 and 
Z 2 is - (CH 2 ) m -C 6 H 4 -0-CH 2 -C 6 H 4 -(0) r -R. y 

p 0 %fc . A^ eompeund according to claim 2?, wherein the X groups 
which do not represent a metal ion equivalent of atomic number 
21-29, 42, 44 or 57-83 are individually lithium, potassium or 
sodium, or two such X groups are calcium or magnesium. 

r u 2J$ . A ^ co m pou nd* according to claim^, wherein X groups 
which are not a metal ion equivalent of an element of atomic 
number 21-29, 42, 44 or 57-83 represent a salt with ethanol- 
amine, diethanolamine , morpholine, glucamine, N, N- dimethyl - 
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